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frequently shown in paraphrases of obscure passages.
His Preface to the edition was the most weighty gen-
eral estimate of Shakespeare so far produced, and
remains a valuable piece of criticism. In scientific
treatment of the text, involving full use of all the
Quartos and Folios then accessible, Johnson and his
predecessors were far surpassed by Edward Capell, who
issued his edition in ten volun.es in 1768, Unfortu-
nately, the enormous labor Capeil underwent did not
bear its full fruit, for he suppressed much of his textual
material in the interests of a well-printed page, and his
preface and notes are written in a crabbed style that
obscures the acuteness of his editorial intelligence.
He elaborated stage directions, and carried farther the
correction of disarranged meter; but, like most of his
fellow-editors in that century, he did less than justice
to his predecessors and was too indulgent to his own
conjectures. This edition was supplemented by vol-
umes of notes published in 1775 (1 vol.) and 1779-
1783 (3 vols.).

Before the publication of CapelPs text, the anti-
quary George Steevens had issued in 1768 reprints of
twenty of the early Quartos; and in 1773 he produced,
in association with Johnson, an edition with a good text
in which he benefited from CapelTs labors (though he
denies this). Through his knowledge of Elizabethan lit-
erature he made substantial contributions to the inter-
pretation of difficult passages. He restored Pericles to
a place in the canon, but excluded the Poems* because